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Concept:
Keep Quite. Speak Easy. Slide in to discover the “secrets just below the
surface” at this plush subterranean nightlife venue. An original speakeasy,
Slide invites the sophisticated to once again indulge in a stylish
Prohibition-era hideaway. Opened September 21st, 2006.

..psst…Location:
430 Mason Street @ Post (formerly The Cable Car Theater), 
San Francisco, CA  I  415.421.1916 www.slidesf.com I Open 
Wednesday 8p.m. – 2am I Thursday - Saturday: 8pm – after hours (3am)
Available for private & corporate events.

Team: 
George Karpaty & Inner Circle Entertainment, Boss 
Under Boss: Reggie Stagner

Designer:
Pamela Pennington, Pamela Pennington Studios (Ruby Skye)
www.pamelapenningtonstudios.com

General Contractor:
Terra Nova Industries (Ruby Skye, Boulevard, Farallon, Joe DiMaggio’s
Italian Chophouse) www.terranova-ind.com/

Specialty Cocktails:
Slide’s cocktail menus include the Alphonse Chilled martini menu, paying
homage to the infamous bootlegger, Al “Scarface” Capone. Drinks are
titled after Capone’s nicknames including the Brooklyn Ripper, Public
Enemy #1, and The Big Fellow. Other specialty drinks include Hair of the
Dog, Bathtub Gin, and Giggle Water, a blend of Ketel One, Peach
Schnapps, Malibu Rum and fresh cranberry juice. The champagne menu
titled The Flapper, uses slang words for women of the 20’s and ‘30’s for its
drink names including the Jane, Moll, and the Doll, a sweet concoction of
champagne, Stolichnaya Strasberi and strawberry puree. 

Keep Quiet

Speak Easy
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After poring over hundreds of submissions, we’ve finally come to the moment clubland has been waiting 
for: the announcement of the nominees for the 2010 Club World Awards.  

As always, this issue of Club World is dedicated to you, the industry professional who broke new techno-
logical ground; who planned for months to ensure that the party was perfect; who played an inspired set 
that people still talk about; and who, generally, despite tough economic circumstances, made ’09 a year for 
the clubbing record books. Manufacturers, entrepreneurs, promoters, DJs and assorted other visionaries: 
we celebrate you in these pages.

Inside, you’ll find profiles of companies and individuals in categories that include: Best Superclub, Best 
Lighting Product and Best One-Off. Of course, we’ll also be posting the nominees online at www.club-
worldawards.com and www.clubworld.us. The winners are determined by a six-person, industry-expert 
judges panel. All of the judges’ identities are kept secret until after the envelopes are sealed.

Profiles by Kevin Capp, Justin Hampton, Phil Moffa, Sonya Sorich and Kerri Mason.
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Introducing V7, the next step in the evolution of the turntable. Bundled with Serato ITCH software, V7 offers the same seamless 
integration with ITCH as the award-winning NS7 in a configuration that’s easy to insert into any existing DJ setup. V7 features an 
adjustable torque motorized platter topped with a real slipmat and vinyl for the feel that turntablists demand, combined with  all 
the controls you need to access and manipulate your music library without the need to touch a mouse or keyboard.

If you’ve been waiting to jump into the world of laptop DJing, the wait is over. V7 has arrived.  

THE YEAR THE TURNTABLE BECOMES SELF-AWARE

 N U M A R K . C O M

Best Superclub
XS, Las Vegas
Avalon, Los Angeles
Vanguard, Los Angeles
Rain, Las Vegas
Pacha, New York

Best Club
Smart Bar, Chicago
Ruby Skye, San Francisco
LIV, Miami
Lavo, Las Vegas
Cielo, New York

Best Lounge
Tabu, Las Vegas
Crown Room, Portland, Oregon
Chandelier Room, New Jersey
Slide, San Francisco
Avenue, New York

Best New
Playhouse, Los Angeles
Avenue, New York
LIV, Miami
Whim, Pittsburgh
Dusk, Atlantic City

Best Sound System
Sound Investment for LIV, Miami
Definitive Pro Audio for Whim, 
Pittsburgh
Avalon Sound for XS, Las Vegas
Advanced Audio Technology for 
Ecco, Los Angeles
FBP Group for Body English, 
Las Vegas

Best Video System
Speed of Sound for Beta, 
Denver
US Communications for Hawai-
ian Tropic Zone, Las Vegas
SJ Lighting for Dusk, Atlantic 
City

Best Lighting  
System
iDesign and Definitive Pro 
Sound for Whim, Pittsburgh 
SJ Lighting for LIV, Miami
SJ Lighting for Playhouse, Los 
Angeles
Tom Kowalczuk and Brad Bouch 
for XS, Las Vegas
Cosmos Lighting for Ecco,  
Los Angeles

Best Interior  
Design
Victor Drai and Roger Thomas 
for XS, Las Vegas 
Steven Lewis for Aspen Social 
Club, New York
Seed Design for LIV, Miami
iCrave for Playhouse, Los 
Angeles 
Francois Frossard for Louis at 
Gansevoort, Miami 

Best Party
Dance.Here.Now at Cielo, New 
York 
Save the Cannibals at Rebel, 
New York
Perfecto at Rain, Las Vegas 
Vice Sundays at Lavo, Las 
Vegas 
Aquatic Saturdays at the Pool at 
Harrah’s, Atlantic City

Best One-Off
Made Event, Sunday School 
For Degenerates at Ice Palace, 
Miami 
Danny Tenaglia’s Michael Jack-
son Tribute at Pacha, New York
Memorial Day Weekend with 
Tiesto at The Bank, Las Vegas
Tribute to DJ AM at Rain, Las 
Vegas
Midsummer Night’s Dream at 
the Palms Pool and Bungalows, 
Las Vegas 

Best Resident DJ
Francois K, Cielo, New York
Oscar G, Space, Miami
Victor Calderone, Pacha, New 
York
DJ AM, Rain, Las Vegas
Paul Oakenfold, Rain, Las 
Vegas

Best Resident VJ
Jose Vargas, Glo, Westbury, 
New York
Roonie G, Opera, Atlanta 
DJ Ron, Play, Nashville 
KSKA, Beta, Denver 
Chris Biggins, Pacha, New York

Best Resident LJ
Jeff Novak, LIV, Miami
Jose Vargas, Glo, Westbury, 
New York
Joey Vera, Pacha, New York
Justin Coats, Shrine, Mashan-
tucket, Connecticut 
Matt Da Hat, mur.mur, Atlantic 
City

Best Video  
Product
Resolume Avenue 3
MAINGEAR Remix Workstation
SmartAVI Stretcher Pro
Respondr Reactive Video 
System
Mark of the Unicorn V4HD

Best Lighting 
Product
Megalite Disco 2.0
High End Systems Barco Cyber-
light 2.0 
Elation Emulation Software 
Martin ShowDesigner 5
Sunlite SLESA-U7 and SUITE2-
FC

Best LED Product
Chauvet O Beast
High End Systems Showpix
MBT LED Twinscan
Mega Lite Enigma Net 50mm
Elation Design Wash LED Pro 

Best Effect  
Product 
Technological Artisans LS High 
Power
MBT Lighting SM100DMX Flurry 
Snow Machine    
X-Laser Skywriter RGBV
Look Solutions Viper S  
Omnisistem Starburst

Best DJ Product 
Pioneer CDJ-2000
Denon DN-X1100
Tonium Pacemaker 60GB
Aerial 7 Tank Headphones
Rane SL 3 for Serato Scratch 
Live

Best Sound  
Product
TViAudio BT 1200 Line Array
Turbosound Flex Array Series
Martin Audio ASX Active Sub-
woofer
Funktion One Resolution 1.5TT

Best Bottle  
Service
Tabu, Las Vegas
Playhouse, Los Angeles
XS, Las Vegas
The Bank, Las Vegas
Mynt, Miami 
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SJ Lighting for LIV, Miami
Visually, it’s hard to come close to touching 

LIV. That’s why it’s nominated for this category 
and for Best Interior Design, after all. All praise 
due, then, to the fertile—and multiple-cat-
egory-nominated—minds of the folks over at 
SJ Lighting. Indeed, the club is outfitted with 
“a full complement of theatrical lighting effects, 
ranging from moving lights, strobes, LED pars, 
audience blinders, fog effects and other lighting 
effects,” according to its official CWA submis-
sion. It further helps that smooth operator—and 
Best VJ nominee—Jeff Novak is at the controls 
making it all look even better.—KC

Cosmos Lighting for Ecco,  
Los Angeles

Green means low-voltage in the lighting game; 
and the eco-friendly Ecco (which is also up for Best 
Sound) not only has the requisite energy efficiency 
to make it legitimately anti-climate change, but 
also one helluva gorgeous system. Centered on 
Disco Designer LED panels and bubbles, Cosmos 
Lighting, in conjunction with designer Beau Robb, 
created a lighting scheme that pulses with the 
kind of energy and spectacle one expects from 
a Hollywood hotspot, no matter how earth-con-
scious.—KC

best [lighting]
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best [lighting]

Tom Kowalczuk and Brad 
Bouch for XS, Las Vegas

Multiple-award-nominee XS is an in-
door/outdoor colossus designed to mimic 
the human body, so it wasn’t exactly the 
easiest space for which to create a light-
ing system. But Kowalczuk and Bouch 
of Wynn Design and Development filled 
this tall, unusual order with grace and 
style. Working in close consultation with 
owner Victor Drai, they made a rig with 
60 Martin moving head fixtures and used 
“a ton of color Kinetics LED lights,” which 
resulted in “a dynamic dancing environ-
ment that adds to the physical excitement 
of the club,” the designers said in a joint 
statement. All told, the two used more 
than 10,000 lighting sources. Excess, 
indeed.—KC

SJ Lighting for  
Playhouse, Los Angeles

SJ Lighting spent three years on Hol-
lywood’s latest celebrity hot zone, and 
it shows. The 13,000-square-foot venue 
is equipped “with a lighting ensemble 
built around Elation Professional Design 
Spot Pro 300 intelligent, 300-watt mov-
ing heads with CMY color mixing and 
wireless DMX,” according to the official 
CWA submission. But the centerpiece is 
an impressive, motorized trussing sys-
tem. Says SJ Lighting principal Stephen 
Lieberman: “We did our best to make 
the trussing and equipment disappear. 
We want the effect you see to be the 
light beam itself and not have your eye 
drawn to the equipment.” Because it’s 
all about the impact, baby.—KC 

iDesign and Definitive 
Pro Sound for Whim, 
Pittsburgh

Lighting designer Michael Meacham 
and his team of installers from iDesign 
and Definitive Pro Sound made Whim 
pop with a painterly lightingscape. One 
custom Global Truss, six Elation Design 
Beams, six Legend LED Movers and 
a host of other first-rate products help 
make Whim more of a Sin City experi-
ence than a Pittsburgh one. Hence the 
multiple nominations this year—a rare 
accomplishment for a venue in a sec-
ond-tier club market.—KC
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mike mccray for beta
The music at Beta belongs to a rotating 

roster of the world’s best DJs, but the visu-
als belong to Mike McCray. The designer/in-
staller/technician created a dynamic visual 
system in the two-level club, working small 
and smart instead of gaudy and flashy. 
With a rig including Modul8, Korg Kaoss 
Pad, Pioneer DVJ-1000 and EDIROL V-4, 
McCray creates custom visual experiences 
for the various types of DJ who sling beats 
at Beta. Jocks like Paul van Dyk, Tiesto and 
Crystal Method have all given him props.

SJ Lighting for Dusk,  
Atlantic City

SJ Lighting shared the disco globe in this 
category in 2009 with Sound Investment for 
its work on Rokvegas. This year, the good 
folks at SJ Lighting—who are up for several 
awards—might’ve outdone themselves with 
A.C.’s Dusk. In a statement, the company 
explained: “We used the Apollo Right Arm 
for Pan/Tilt control of the Sharp video 
projectors. Working closely with Skjonberg 
motion control, we designed a custom solu-
tion to move the projectors (as well as the 
moving lights) up and down within the mesh 
ceiling design by iCrave.” So, how does it 
look? That’s not so easily explained. Indeed, 
it’s the kind of thing you have to see to be-
lieve, and even then you’ll probably rub your 
eyes just to make sure it all isn’t a tewible 
dweam. —KC

US Communications for 
Hawaiian Tropic Zone,  
Las Vegas

In Vegas, bigger is better. Hence, US 
Communications’ eyeball-bursting install 
at Hawaiian Tropic Zone. Thirty-six 65-inch 
Samsung HD Plasma Video Screen TVs 
comprise this, the world’s largest video wall, 
all of which, including the platform, weighs a 
total of about seven tons. It also boasts two 
miles of cabling and a—relatively speak-
ing—green-ish output of 30,000 watts of 
power consumption. VJs Crime, CB Shaw 
and others have all gotten a chance to tinker 
with this bad boy, which has to be the VJ 
equivalent of playing Shea Stadium.—KC   

best [video] print + web
As Prince once sang, 

Since its 1988 launch, DJ Times has published an 
issue each month—and it continues to do so. A 
decade after its inception, the magazine first hit the 
internet. Now, 20 years later, “America’s First Maga-
zine for DJs” has become fully interactive with regu-
lar, exclusive blog entries, facebook posts, and twitter 
messages that offer the DJ world useful information 
for professional applications and tasty tidbits for career 
aspirations.

Go to www.djtimes.com/blog to experience Blog: “Stuff 
That Matters to DJs.” There you can expect a steady 
diet of business tips, gear discussion and event reports 
to serve knowledge-hungry DJs of all stripes.

While you’re there, join in on the conversation. 
The DJ Times Blog lets you, the Professional DJ, 
make comments and add your knowledge 
and opinion. 

And since we know DJs are always on the move, we made 
the blog accessible directly on your iPhone

Android
Blackberry 
or any other 
smartphone
anytime, anywhere.

djtimes.com/blog
It’s your industry, DJs.
So stay informed and speak your mind.

“It’s a sign of the times.”

djtimes.com/blog

Follow us on Twitter

Connect with us on Facebook


